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Abstract

Fishery communities in the Eastern Region of Thailand are currently facing
problems due to the deterioration of sea water quality, landscape, and crowded
communities. Economic problems resulting from low income associated with the fishery
occupation left the community with no funds to improve themselves and manage
environmental problems that consequently affect aquatic life, natural resources,
ecology, and humans. A majority of these problems, however, can be resolved by
encouraging ecotourism with lodging provisions that are closely integrated with the
countryside (or "Home stay”)-— a policy that has been openly supported by the Thai
government to help improve the quality of life in all parts of Thailand.

The objectives of this research are as follows: to propose guidelines for
improving relationship between fishery communities and the environment in order to
achieve sustainable ecotourism; to analyze the relationship between ecotourism and
fishery community in order to specify the guidelines for administration and management
of fishery communities. In this research, two fishery communities have been chosen as
case studies: Bang Sare, Sattahip, and Samaesan in Sattahip at Chonburi.

From this research, a summary of proposed guidelines has been briefly listed
as follows: with regards to natural resources, shore level should be grated; with regards
to the environment and public utilities, waste-water treatment system, garbage disposal
units, and septic tank should be installed. Technology Treatment should also be used at
harbours for large fishing boats. With regards to the community's landscape, buildings,
pathways, public areas used for fishery and other building-related activities should also
be improved.

With regards to Ecotourism, Bang Sare fishery community has been found to
be suitable for ecotourism. Lodgings for tourists could be the original homes, existing
rooms, halls, or newly built rooms. If the buildings have been adjusted or added, the

materials used should be the same as the materials found in the original home.
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Characters and components of buildings should maintain the original structure of the
lodge. Safety, security, recreation, and green areas shouid be enhanced in and around
the lodgings. With regards to management, a chairman of the homestay group should
be appointed under the supervision of Tourism Authority of Thailand. As leader of the
homestay group, the chairman should set meeting agendas, tourists’ regulations, and
tourist-related fees. Research shows that the preferred tourist activities should relate to
snorkeling, conservation, and an understanding of fishermen’s lifestyles. The study
indicates that local food product and souvenirs are mostly attractive to tourists. In’order
to publicize tour information, printed matters, tour handbooks, posters, websites,
business cards and billboard should be used.

This research aims at the proposal of guidelines for the administration and
management of fishery communities to achieve sustainable ecotourism, through the
improvement of natural resources, environment, public utilities, and the landscape.
These proposals will also help to reduce the deterioration of sea water quality,
landscape, and crowded communities in the Eastern Region of Thailand and result in a

better income for the community.
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