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Abstract

The objective of this thesis is to study in order to find about the appropriate
measures concerning rafting management in Muang District, Kanchanaburi Province in
which Rafting businesses are concentrated. Even though it generates a lot of income for
Kanchanaburi, environment in the province has been being impacted by this type of
tourism business. Two major complaints cover excessively loud music from the rafts and
lack of sewage treatment tanks. Hence, the author has conducted this research study in
order to find out related legal measures and other appropriate measures which can be
applied to this mentioned problem as well as to examine and to analyze the legal
problems to discover a solution for effective law enforcement.

The study found that currently there is a set of laws which can be applied to
rafting management in Muang District, Kanchanaburi Province. However, the
implementation of these legal measures alone is not a remedy for this conundrum,
especially direct discharge of raw sewage into the river.

Owing to the problem, the author would like to propose two main solutions to
deal with the tourist rafts. First of all, the serious enforcement of Tourism and Tourism
Guide Business Act, B.E. 2551 (2008) will be an appropriate approach to deal with
disturbance noises from discotheque rafts. Following to this Act, discotheque rafts are
regarded as a tourism business. And the author deems this so-called tourist service to
be a black spot where illegal activities involving drugs, sex, prostitution, quarrels, and
fighting can take place. The rafting business will subsequently fail to comply with the
standard of ‘tourism businesses’ regulated by law. If there is any serious law
enforcement on this tourist service, discotheque rafts then will be extinct from
Kanchanaburi Province. In addition, the cooperation of tourists to cease using this
service can absolutely banish these problems. For the improper sewage treatment,
determined intention is needed so as to improve this deteriorating situation since the use

of legal measures to punish the wrongdoers is impractical in this case. The province
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should instead encourage the rafting entrepreneurs to equip their own rafts with an
effective sewage treatment system to prevent direct discharge of raw sewage into the
river. Providing some incentive or budget for them to set up a sewage treatment system
is one way to do so. The sewage treatment system for resident rafts of Sakae Krang
River Basin in city municipality of Uthai Thani Province can be an exemplar because
their condition is very similar to tourist rafting in Muang District, Kanchanaburi Province.
Last but not least, the problem will finally be got rid of if every related party, from the
government to private sectors, seriously and collectively co-operates.

In summary, depending solely on the legal measures cannot practically solve
the problems arising from the rafting business in Muang district, Kanchanaburi province.
Serious and collective intention from all related parties is at the core of these problems.
The sustainable tourism principle must be applied so that the rafting business of the
province will remain relatively unspoiled and be able to support the tourists in later
generations. The tourism strategic plan of the province to become a place for real eco-

tourism will also be fulfilled then.



