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Abstract

The research on “The Development of Cultural Tourism Route along
Phetchaburi River” is a qualitative research and aims to achieve the following two
objectives. First, it aims to study the approach of the development of cultural tourism
route along the Phetchaburi River. This research, also, aims to address ideas and
demands for participation from communities and tourist attractions in the
aforementioned development. The researcher has gathered information from relevant
literature and first-hand data collection, the latter of which was made through both
participated and covert observational techniques. The samples of the survey are four
community representatives and eight administrators of tourist attraction. The selections
of samples are specific while the devices used for the data collection include structured
interviews and informal conversations.

This research has found that the opinions on the development of cultural
tourism route, as expressed by the community representatives, are generally supportive
of the development, and they have expressed readiness to support the initiative for the
development as communities and tourist attractions in the municipal district of
Phetchaburi will benefit from the development. The benefits of the development of
cultural tourism route include the possibilities that art, culture, and traditions, which are
characteristics of Phetchaburi will become more well-known and that better income
distribution  within  the communities will be achieved. However, community
representatives have had certain reservations on the ground of possible noise pollution
and littering resulted from tourism. There is indeed a notion that the community wants to
be a part of the development of cultural tourism route, which involves planning, playing
a role in tourism management, providing tourism services, providing information and
local knowledge to tourists, and providing transportation.

The administrators of tourist attraction, likewise, offer various viewpoints,
which include the belief that the development would benefit Phetchaburi both

economically and socially. They believe that tourism will generate greater income
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distribution to the community and that tourism in Phetchaburi would be known more
widely. Another benefit resulting from the development is the awareness to
environmentally preserve and protect Phetchaburi River, according to the
administrators. They also expressed their demand to be a part of the development in
terms of facilitating tourism, servicing tourists, and landscaping tourist attractions.

Possible problems and obstacles posing to each stage of development
have also been considered, and both community representatives and administrators of
tourist attraction have made reservation on the seasonal inconsistency of the level of the
water in the Phetchaburi River. At times, the level would drop so low that the river cannot
possibly accommodate any boat. The lack of cooperation from the government sector is
another possible obstacle they expected to pose to the development. They added that,
without the government support for the development, it would be difficult to achieve the
goal of the tourism development. Personnel with experience in tourism are also crucial to
the success of the development, according to the sources.

The approach for the development is to open up opportunities to
communities and tourist attractions to seek participation in the development of tourism
trail at every stage of the development. Cooperation might be sought after in form of joint
coordination in tourism management planning between communities, tourist attractions,
educational institutions, and government agencies. Cultural tourism has been shown to
be the preference for tourism development in the municipal district of Phetchaburi since
the area has in possession several important cultural resources, including arts,

architectures, lifestyles, traditions, and local community culture.



