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ABSTRACT

The Samut Prakan Cultural Tourism Center project aims to combine interesting
local culture with tourist facilities in a place where the community lifestyle, local arts and
culture are displayed, as well as to become a learning and recreation center for the local
residents, Thai and foreign tourists. It has main objectives as follows: 1) To stimulate
community involvement in the preservation and effective utilization of cultural resources.
2) To promote sustainable tourism in Samut Prakan. 3) To increase and develop more
tourist spots in Samut Prakan. 4) To introduce a new method of management in which a

cooperative system is adapted to the tourism industry.

To establish the center, a feasibility study was made. The outlook for tourism
development in Samut Prakan was analyzed via the opinion survey of tourism
entrepreneurs, tourists, and local residents. The application of a cooperative
management in tourism business was also examined. This study was conducted
quantitatively and qualitatively. Data was gathered through an informal conversation, in-

depth interviews and questionnaires.

-

The findings indicate that local residents want to participate in every step from
brainstorming, planning, decision making, operating and benefit sharing. Both local
residents and tourists are mostly aware that it is their duty to preserve the local cultural
resources. They feel that local youths should be properly educated and motivated for
conservation activities. From tourism perspective, Samut Prakan has a wide variety of
Culture and this strong point can be developed as cultural tourism activities. Regarding
the cooperative management, most of the local people want tourism revenue to be
distributed to the community. They want to benefit from the project by being a
cooperative member or stockholder.

The conclusion is that local residents and tourists support the project and want

to be included in every part. They also want the revenue to be circulated in the
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community. The most important thing is that the center must be a tourist site of Samut

Prakan's distinguished culture, and a cultural learning center for the general public.
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