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ABSTRACT
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Degree Master Degree of Art
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Thesis Advisor Dr.Kittirat Sihaban
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The objective of the research was to study social and cultural changes caused by
tourism in the community of Ban Talong in Phataem National Park zone and examine the tourism
—related impact on the community in question. The research was qualitative. The populations
specifically selected were the communal scholars or leaders. The research instruments were

informal interview, observation and analysis.

The research findings were as follows :

1. From 2000-2010, there had been social and cultural changes thanks to tourism in the
community. There was a structural change of population. Migration into the community
increased. Social influences from outside had flowed into the community. Life in the community
became more competitive. Communal way of life became more oriented towards materialism.
The community depended ore on people outside the community. People increasingly lived a
luxury life. Long-held values and beliefs had changed and distorted. New things from outside

were more accepted. The traditions were ignored or taken for granted.



2. Migration into the community of alien workers helped solve the problem of labor
shortage. Communal relations were also affected. The young people of working age who were
employed at various places changed their behvaour in an undesirable way. At the same time,
development of tourism led to the disappearance of a simple communal life. Seniour members of
the community did not play an active part in a family and society . As a result, values, beliefs and

strict traditional practice has been overlooked.
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