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Located in Ubon Ratchathani province of northeastern Thailand, Khongjiam district is

adjacent to the Mekong River and opposite to the Laos PDR. Its genera11andscape consists of low

mountains intermittently alternated with hills with the beauty being regarded as Thailand's famous

natural tourist attraction. As a historical and natural site, Pha Taem National Park, partially located

in Khongjiam district, is widely noted among tourists. Due to the improvement of tourist

attractions both in the park and Khongjiam district, the number of tourists has increased, resulting

in the growing popularity of local handicrafts in the souvenir market as a by-product.

Consequently, in order to survive in this type of market, the local products themselves need to be

further adapted so that they can survive in current economic and social conditions. Apart from

enjoying tourist attractions, in general, the tourists are particularly interested to purchase

handicraft products available in the local market as their souvenirs.

The three-fold purpose of this research was to: 1) study current conditions and problems

in enhancing local handicraft products and souvenirs in Khongjiam district, Ubon Ratchathani;

2) study the community potential in terms of raw materials available in local areas, folk wisdom,

and the need of souvenir product development in different patterns; 3) investigate the guidelines

for developing the previously existing souvenir products and designing the new ones with

particular concern in local uniqueness. The scope of the study covers 3 villages namely, I) Ban

Koom ; 2) Ban Tarnui ; 3) Ban Tah Long. all of which are located in Khongjiam district.
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Samples of 136 villagers, representing the four villages, were classified as follows : 33 persons

from Ban Koom ; 38 persons from Ban Tamui; and 65 persons from Ban Tah Long. Of the four

villages, there exist three likenesses as follows: 1) comparatively beautiful natural attractions;

2) the sentiment of loving their homeland and harmony among villagers; 3) the need of local

career development by utilizing resources existing in the area. The locals, however, share the

differences in three aspects. Firstly, they possess different expertise in producing handicraft

products. For example, while the villagers of Ban Koom specializing in corton weaving and liana

handicrafts, and Ban Tah Long are notably skilled at producing reduced models and sticky rice

containers respectively. Next, the spoken language normally used among the villagers of Ban Tah

Long is relatively different when compared with those of the villagers from other three villages

due to their different backgrounds. In fact, the locals of Ban Tah Long are categorized as the Boon

ethnic group. Besides [san language, a dialect mainly spoken in northeastern Thailand, people of

Ban Tah Long also speak their own dialect. Thirdly, the villages are situated near the Mekong

River and surrounded by rocky valleys; as a result, this leads into ineffective cultivation in the

area. The majority of the four villages, therefore, depend greatly upon fishery instead of

agriculture.

After the discussion and brainstorming with the villagers, several interesting ideas

obtained from the locals of each village were further analyzed and utilized as guidelines for career

development. The potential of each village played a vital role in designing and developing

souvenir products. Once the design process was completed, it was found that the new products

were comparatively different based on the different specializations of the four villages. At the final

stage, the newly-invented products were evaluated in order to analyze their defectiveness and sales

probability. The findings revealed that the consequence of souvenir product development had

brought about the learning process which is useful for people at large especially for those living in

the tourist attraction areas in Khongjiam district. The villagers have learnt how to add value to

their unwanted waste and natural materials easily found in their local areas by turning them into

souvenirs. By means of this, it not only helps reduce production costs, but also generates

sustainable careers and employment opportunities among the villagers and further betters the

economics at the national level.
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