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ABSTRACT

TITLE : SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT: A CASE STUDY OF
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The study of Sustainable Tourism Development; A Case Study of Xiengmene Village,
Chomphet District, Luanngprabang Province, Lao PDR. The objectives of this study were three
folds: 1) to study the current condition for sustainable tourism in Xiengmene Village, 2) to study
the components of sustainable tourism in Xiengmene Village in view of community leaders and
official government staff, and 3) to propose alternatives for the development of sustainable
tourism of Xiengmene Village.

For this study, the two groups of people are considered as the key informants by
choosing (1) the official government staff related to tourism development of Luang Prabang
Province and Chomphet District and (2) the community leaders related to community
development. A qualitative study was used; this research was based on data obtained through
observation, and semi-structure interviews

The results of the study of current condition for sustainable tourism in Xiengmene
Village found that the community has the elements and tourism potential for sustainable tourism
development because there were the identity attractions such as life style, culture, agricultural
production, cultural and historical tourism attractions. Because of this reason, it is necéssary to

promote tourism in this community by the use of nearby tourism attractions.



The study of elements (attractions, accessibility, amenities, carrying capacity, and
public relation and the use of advertising tools for promoting tourism marketing), it also has two
weaknesses in the area of amenities: a lack of variety of food and beverage, insufficient
accommodation, and an absence of information service such as tourist information center service,
welcoming tourist center, souvenir shop, etc. And the study found that the community was ready
for its identity attractions by the rich of cultural and historical tourist sites. The accessibility was
used by the Lao style boat with its charm, and then the information service was a part of amenities
to support and increase the number of tourists coming to the area study. In an attempt to develop
this community into sustainable tourism development, important aspects are emphasised.

Alternative development is to strengthen the tourism development towards
the sustainability in Xiengmene Village. The study found that the realization of historical and
cultural heritage resources were the important alternatives. It should be improved only some parts
of the sites that have not good conditions. The original style of these resources should be protected
and not be changed from the original style. More over, the community should focus on features of
the nature of simple lifestyle. This type of tourist attractions is interested by its visitors. It is
necessary to improve the types of accommodation facilities, tourist information centers, public
toilets, souvenir shop, public relations, and the uses of media tools for advertisement into
the development of tourism marketing. Then the carrying capacity must be hold for the tourism
development of the study area. This process must correspond to the guidelines of tourist
attractions development, which make tourists coming to this area. The basic element improvement
must focus on the unique capabilities of tourism potential resources for the sustainable tourism in

Xiengmene Village for the future,



