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ABSTRACT
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This research aimed to develop agro-ecotourism which includes community
involvement and examine existing problems concerning agro-ecotourism in Bua-Theung village.
The study collected data from field trips and printed sources. It also engaged the participants in
various learning processes which involve their active participation at all levels, such as
participating in collaborative learning activities, exchanging opinions, jointly examining causes of
the problems, analyzing the problems, undergoing training and workshops, involving in a tourism
project demonstration, joining a public debate between the participants themselves as well as
scholars and experienced individuals.

The findings showed that existing agro-ecotourism problems were due to the fact that
only asmall community of rose growers in the village were involved and benefited from the
practice. It was found that their rose gardens tour only provided information about each garden;
it lacked tour-related written information and visitor greetings. During the study, research
participant villagers were involved in the field research team activity. They experimented with
organizing the village tour in six stops. To start, they performed tourist greetings with flower
garlands at the village assembly center, served herbal drinks and seasonal fruits to tourists, and

offered a dance show performed by school students and the village elders. After this, the




participants proceeded to the first stop organized at the center of the village where the village
pillar was located. Here the participants performed a ceremony to pay homage to the sacredness
of the ancient pillar. According to the village historical accounts, once there was a terrible incident
taking place in the loosely-formed community at the time. Seeking spiritual refuge, the leaders
went and asked PraKru Wirojarattanobol (Boonrawd Nondharo) (1854-1942), the first abbot of
Thung Si Muang Temple, to calm the situation and bring peace to the community by raising the
village pillar, which marked the establishment of the village. The second stop allowed the
participants to learn to demonstrate the management of the village market funds. The strength of
the funds management lies in the fact that it operates on the concept of community fund saving,
the practice well accepted by the community. The third stop demonstrated integrated farming
methods in which local wisdom is applied in orchards. The stop featured orchards growing not
only a variety of fruits but also herbs. This stop consisted of Mr. Prasit Boonkaew’s orchard,

Mr. Peng Seesook’s three-flavored jujube orchard, and Mr. Chokchai Munpun’s lime orchard.
The fourth stop was Mr. Banyat Malahom’s dragon fruit orchard which also featured integrated
farming of fish and frogs, and homestay service for tourists. The fifth stop was a visit to the
village spirit shrine located in the midst of large lush woodlands, home to animals and thick tree
canopies housing huge beehives. The sixth stop featured life along the Moon River. The
highlights here were demonstration of different fishing methods and tourist involvement in actual
fishing and picnicking with the locals who lived along the river.

The study provided an opportunity to explore problems resulting in lack of success in
agro-ecotourism in the village. The villagers had the opportunity to understand and seek ways to
solve the problems by themselves. They redesigned the village tour activity and used agro-
ecotourism to maintain and rehabilitate local cultures, traditions, lifestyles, wisdom, natural
resources, and environment for the years to come. Their agro-ecotourism also reduced the
community’s excessive resources consumption and fairly distributed income among the village’s
various groups. The education about the village that they gave to tourists also encouraged the

spread of their agro-ecotourism approach to other communities which may benefit from it.
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