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Ecotourism 1s becoming more popular globally but its expansion is accompanied by
many problems. In Laos, ecotourism introduced sine 1999 in Protected Area and the activities in
that area are as same as in Vangvieng District. This study investigated stakeholders’
understanding of ecotourism and the practice of ecotourism activities as part of appropriate
development of tourism in Vangvieng, Lao PDR. Qualitative research methods such as
interviews, non-participant observation were used to collect data from three major stakeholder
groups, the government sector (the Office of Vangvieng Tourism, Office of Information and
Culture, Environmental Department and Urban Development and Administration Authority of
Vangvieng), Tourism business sectors and Local people. Results of this study showed that the
main ecotourism activities in Vangvieng are kayaking, tubing, caving, and visiting to ethnic
communities. Each of the three groups saw ecotourism as a form of natural tourism but failed to
consider its sustainability related to local communities. The sectors focused on practical activities
that emphasized tourists’ entertainment and satisfaction to achieve the greatest number of visitors
and not on sustainability of natural resources. Future development requires strict government

intervention to protect those facilities and activities that are presently proving extremely popular.



