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Invorvement: A case study of Don Ngew and Kood peng (Moo 16)

Communities in Warin Chamrap Municipality, Ubon Ratchathani province

Researcher: Miss Jirapa Sophon

Abstract

The research on "The Feasibility Study of Ecotourism Management with
community rnvorvement: A case study of Don Ngew and Kood peng (Moo 16)
commurtities rn warin chamrap Municipality, Ubon Ratchathani province,, is a study
examining potentials and possibilities of the study area in order to promote the management
of ecotourism with high levels of community involvement. lt also investigates appropriate
ecotourism activities as well as provides.guidelines for ecotourism management with high
levels of community engagement.

The study area consists of Don Ngew and Kood peng communities which
are located in the wetland arca between warin chamrab and Ubon Ratchathani
municipality.

This is a qualitative research using participatory action r"r".r"n strategy in
which the researcher and viltagers are key persons in data colecting and information
sharing' The participatory methods and tools used in the research comprises of seasonar
calendar' bioregional mapping, swor anarysis, mind mapping, semi-structure interview,focus group and observation both participatory observation and non-participatory
observation.

It is found that the study area itsetf has strengths and possibilities for asuccessful ecotourism management. This includes a rich of biodiversity and naturalresources of oxbow lake and flood plain ecosystem, an adequate infrastructure, a
uniqueness of iifestyle and cultures, strong sccial networks and bonding, an increase in
numbers of ecotourist market, as well as a supporting from pubtic and private sectors.

However' the area has some restricts and obstacles in the success of
ecotourism mairagement. This includes an increasing numbers of water hyacinth, a
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destruction of natural resources, inadequate budgetary support from the governance, human

resource problems, and a high level of chemical fertilizer as well as pesticide uses.

ln regards of appropriate ecotourism activities, there are two categories of

ecotourism activities. The first type is natural based actavities such as boating rafting,

fishing, bird and butterfly watching, flower admiring, community walking and community

cycling. The second one is cultural based activities such as taking part in agricultura!

activities, flower planning, traditional fishing, vegetation gathering, livestock farming,

traditional cooking, as well as taking part in cultura! and religious ceremonies.

ln regards of community participation in ecotourism planning process, the
researcher stqgests activities that promote villagers to get involved in all ecctourism
management and decision making process. This includes participation in vision and
objective development, plan development, plan implementation, as well as plan monitoring
and evaluation.

The researcher also provides recommendations for a successful ecotourism
management for both communities and the local governance. Firsily, besides normal
ecotourists, the communities should be promoted as a learning center for a field trip
destination of ecotourism management for other communities. They can also be a learning
center beyond classes for students in Ubon Ratchathani. Secondly, there should be a
promotion of bio-agriculture among villagers. Thirdly, the communities shoutd have high
levels in ecotourism management with clear framework for all stakeholders. Fourthly, there
should be a promotion of sustainable natural resource use, as well as an encouragement of
nitural and cultural preservation. Last but not least, the local governance and the
communities should have a strong collaboration in problem solving according to the actual
causes of problems and indigenous community needs.
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