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The research project has four main objectives: 1) to study and cotlect information on

tourist destinations in Southern Laos; 2) to analyze and categorize Southern Lao tourist

destinations; 3) to study the possibility of linking Southern Lao and Soulhern lsan tourist

destinations; and 4) to study viable strategies for promoting sustainable tourism in the

Southern lsan region and to develop linkages with neighboring countries.

The study area includes 4 provinces of Southern Laos: Champassak, Attapeu, Xekong,

and Salavan, i.e. the area adjacent to Southern lsan. Research methodology is based

primarily on survey data.

Resultrs of the study:

1. Southem Lao tourism resources are diverse. The 46 tourisl destinations under

study here can be divided into 3 main categories: 24'nalure'destinations: 12

'historical and archaeological'destinations: and 10'way-of-life'destinations, the
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latter of which includes traditions and festivals, community life, and handicrafts.

Of the 36 provincial tourism destinations,lT are in Champassak, 12 are in

Attapeu. 10 are in Xekong, andl are in Salavan.

Linkages between Southern Lao and Southern lsan tourist destinations can be

viewed across two dimensions; tourism pattern development and linking the

management of tourism networks. Tourism pattern development relies on

suitable resources and market demands. Between Southern Laos and Southern

tsan, lhere are 5 main tourism patterns, including ancient Khmer civilization

tourism, Mekong River tourism, border tourism, eco-tourism and ethnic tourism.

Linking the management of tourism networks involves 4 main factors: 1)

continuity, in which similar tourism resources can be used togethet: 2l the ability

to integrate clustered and diverse tourism resources; 3) transportation network

facilities, i.e. both present-day and future transportation routes which can foster

geographical linkages; and 4) market needs, which will link Southern Laos and

Southern lsan into short-, medium-, and long-term tourism networks.

3. Viable strategies for promoting sustainable tourism in the Southern lsan region,

and developing linkages to neighboring countries consists of 4 main slralegies:

an integrated tourism development strategyt a cooperative tourism development

strategy: a sharing of tourism marketing strategies; and a strategy for improving

the conditions of tourism development.
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