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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study fern biodiversity, fern utilization and
to create database of ferns from 10 locations among ecotourism area along the
democratic historical ways in Phuhinlatchofa, Nongbualamphu Province. The survey was
conducted during April 2006 to March 2007. The specimens of ferns were collected and
then morphologically, taxonomically and ecologically examined. The elders, the herbalist
and the local leader at Ban Phu Pan Kham, Tumbon None Tun, Amphoe None Tun,
Nongbualamphu Province were interviewed for the traditional wisdom of ferns on: the
local name, the parts whish were used, how to use those ferns and their benefits.

For the taxonomic study of ferns, they were classified into 14 families, 19 genera
and 28 species. They were classified into 6 groups based on their habitats; 1 species of
terrestrial sun-ferns, 13 species of terrestrial shaded-ferns, 1 species of climbing fern, 9
species of epiphytic ferns, 6 species of lithophytic ferns or rock ferns, 1 species of
mountain ferns and 2 species of ferns were found in more than one habitat. 16 species
of ferns were used in local area; 2 species were edible, 9 species were medicinal, 8
species were ornamental, 1 species for local handicraft, and 4 species were used for
more than one purpose. Finally, the data were created to be a database by Microsoft
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