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Abstract

Project Code: RDG 4950145
Project Title: Estimation of Revenue Earned from Sustainable Nature-Based Tourism
Activities in Ko Chang Area, Ko Chang Sub-District, Trat Province
Investigators: Wilailuk Sereetrakul: Bangkok University:
E-mail Address:wilailuk.s@bu.ac.th
Thiyaporn Kantathanawat: Bangkok University:
E-mail Address: thiyaporn.k@bu.ac.th
Kittiphat Tantaves: Bangkok University:
E-mail Address: kittiphat.t@bu.ac.th
Project Duration: 1 September 2006 - 31 August 2007

The objective of this project is to estimate the revenue from the 11
nature-based tourism activities organized by entrepreneurs in the Ko Chang area. Due
to the difficulties of direct interviews with the entrepreneurs and to avoid bias
information, this project is then conducted by gathering the secondary data taken from
the government agents who have collected the tax from the entrepreneurs. The tax
amount reflects the overall revenue earned from the activities. Another source of data is
obtained from the interviews with tourists for the amount spent on tourism activities.
Furthermore, this project also studies the factors that affect the revenue changes and
the procedures used to develop the activities in order to increase the revenue.

According to the information gathered from 36 entrepreneurs, it is found
that the overall revenue of the 11 nature-based tourism activities is 175.77 million Baht.
From the interviews with 617 tourists (400 Thais and 217 foreigners), it is found that the
estimated spending is 274.77 million Baht. However, according to the government
agents, there is no government organization directly responsible for collecting the tax of

the activities in the area.



One of the factors that affect the changes of revenue from the nature-
based tourism is the weather conditions. The number of tourists drops due to the long
period of rain and storms in the monsoon season, which results in the temporary closing
of business as the income is too low to compensate the expense. Another factor is the
increased fuel prices, while the business service charges cannot be raised due to the
competitiveness among the activity providers. The next factor is the exploitation of
natural resources which results in the gradual disappearing of traditional nature-based
tourism activities such as the sight seeing of the fishing villages and the night boating to
see the firefly. The effective solution to increase the revenue is the co-operation among
the government agents, business people, and local people to conserve and to protect
the environment. Entrepreneurs should provide tourism activities that are challenging
and interesting to attract tourists and to cause them to revisit. The activities that involve

the traditional Thai way of life and cultural identify are preferable among foreign tourists.

Keywords: nature-based tourism activities, revenue earned from tourism activities,

spending of tourism activities



