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ABSTRACT

Project Code : RDG4950095

Project Title : Network Development for Homestay in The Lower Northeastern
Part of Thailand

Investigators : Niyomna T 1., Teekachunhatien T 2., Jinagool D 3.,
Prathumma N 4., Phromsorn T 5.,
Suranaree University

E-mail Address : toon@sut.ac.th

Project Duration : 1 June 2006 - 31 May 2007.

The objectives of this study were to 1) gain informations on homestays, 2)
develop network of homestays, and 3) develop strategies on network supporting for
empowerment and area-based tourism management development for sustainable of
homestays in the Lower Northeastern Part of Thailand. The data were collected in both

certified and non-certified homestays according to Thai homestay standard of
the Ministry of Tourism and Sports.

Both primary and secondary data were collected by observations, interviews
with the key informants, and the 3-day workshop to stimulate experience exchanges

among different homestays. Data analysis was done mainly by content analysis.

The study revealed that there were 26 homestays in the Lower Northeastern Part
of Thailand among which 13 homestays had been certified by the Ministry of Tourism and
Sports. Eight homestays were located in Nakhon Ratchasima, while 5 located in Ubon
Ratchathani province. All homestays in the Lower Northeastern Part of Thailand could be
classified into 4 categrories according to their prominent characteristics; 1) rural way of
life with local products and archeological sites, 2) magnificant location with beautiful
nature, 3) indigenous outstanding animals such as elephant, and 4) the gate way to
neigbouring countries. The main problems of the homestays cover public relations,

welcome activities, service quality and career development.



It was found that only homestays in Nakhon Ratchasima province had developed
their networks, while the other in the Northeastern Part had not yet developed. According
to the workshop arranged by our reserachers, the homestay networks could not be
developed during this workshop because some of the participants were not the main
representatives of their homestays and the workshop duration was short. However, it
could be concluded from the workshop that activities which can create the networks of
the homestays in the Lower Northeastern Part of Thailand are 1) annual meeting among
the members, 2) network committee setting up, 3) rules and regulations development , 4)
network newsletters distribution , 5) network annual report publication, 6) website
construction and VCD production for network promotions, and 7) mobilizing workshop
organization.

From the workshop, the following 4 network supporting strategies were suggested
to create the empowerment of development and management of area-based tourism; 1)
public relations through foreigner husbands, 2) long term foreign visitors promotions e.g.
Sasorm Homestay which has been the host for foreigners continuously for 3 years, 3)
organizing annual activity for the foreign tourists in any homestay, and 4) exploring
tourist routes on Thai-Laos and Cambodia border for homestays located on the border

e.g. Lardchalerm ,Taloung homestays and Lalom homestay.
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