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ABSTRACT

Project Code : ABTC/SSPNT/00001
Project Title : The Potential of the Marine Sustainable Tourism Products and the
Sustainable Tourism Trend on Seacoast and Island, and Tourist
Behavior in Three Marine Areas: Andaman Sea, Songkhla Lake, and
the Gulf of Thailand
Investigators : Kanyook M, Khunweechuay M, Naka T, Deeprom N
Southern College of Technology
E-mail Address : montatip_kanyook@hotmail.com lamakung@hotmail.com
fon131@hotmail.com ndeeprom@hotmail.com

Project Duration : 1 January 2008 — 31 December 2008

There are six main objectives of this project “the potential of the marine
sustainable tourism products and the sustainable tourism trend on seacoast and island,
and tourist Behavior in three marine areas: Andaman Sea, Songkla Lake, and the Gulf of
Thailand.”  First, the project was conducted to study the potential of the marine
sustainable tourism products and the sustainable tourism trend on seacoast and island
in terms of the recreational equipment availability of tourist destinations, convenience of
traveling, lodging, surrounding environment, public utility, safety, activites and
participation from local community. Second, the study was aimed to examine the tourist
behaviors and need regarding the sustainable tourism products on the seacoast and
three marine areas. Third, this project allowed the researchers to compare between the
need of local tourist regarding to the sustainable tourism products on seacoast and
island. Fourth, the other objective of this research was to check tourist attractions and
collect relevant information related to sustainable tourism products from the current
tourist attractions on the seacoast and island and also to develop current tourist
attractions to the highest potential. Next, probably the most important reason of doing
this project was to make use of the result of this study as guidelines for planning and

development of sustainable tourism products on the seacoast and island. Last, this



study was aimed at encouraging local community who took part in the project to love
marine resources and preserve their unique characteristics as tourism products
available in their areas.

The subjects used in this study were both Thai and foreign tourists who visited
seacoast and islands in the five provinces. Whereas the instruments used include
cooperative observation, survey, in-depth interview, community gathering and
questionnaires.

The followings are the results found in this study. First, with regards to the potential of
sustainable tourism products on seacoast and islands in terms of the availability of
recreational equipment, convenience of traveling, lodging, surrounding environment,
public utility, safety, activity, and participation from local people was that: 1) in general,
the Thai tourists rated the tourist spots in Trang as high in all of these eight aspects but
not in the case of foreign tourists of the same province who rated as medium; 2) both
Thai and foreign tourists who visited Satun, Pattalung & Nakhornsri Thammarat rated as
high; 3) in contrast to the foreign visitors who rated as high, the Thai tourists in Songkla
rated as medium. Therefore, it can be said that the seacoast areas provides different
levels of tourism potentials, each has its own unique characteristics. Also, most tourist
feel impressed about their visit. Second, in terms of tourists’ behaviors and need
regarding sustainable tourism products on seacoast and islands, it was found that the
behaviors of both Thai and foreign tourists of the fives provinces were different. This
includes things like choosing the place to visit, the time spent on tour (the Thai visitors
will most likely spend about 1-2 days, and over 4 days for the foreign tourists), activities
to make the Thai tourists feel relaxed while their foreign counterparts would enjoy all
types of activities provide by the tourist attractions as well as of their own interest. Third,
when comparing the reasons why the Thai tourists decided to experience the
sustainable tourism products on seacoast and islands with those of foreign tourists
regarding the availability of recreational equipment, convenience of traveling, lodging,
surrounding environment, public utility, safety, activity, and participation from local

people, both groups reported differently. Most Thai tourists in Trang said that



B

surrounding environment was the factor that made they came to the places, while a
large number of the foreign tourists wanted to visit the tourist destinations because of
their convenience of traveling. The majority of Thai tourists said that they visited Satun
because of its friendly environment, while the foreign tourists justified that they wanted to
take part in local activities. When asking the Thai tourists in Satun, most of them said that
they visited the place because of high usability of its tourist attractions, but the foreign
tourists wanted to visited Satun because of the convenience of traveling to the places
they wanted to visit. The level of need among most local and foreign tourists in Songkla
was not different. They reported that they visited the place because of its convenient
lodging. The convenience of traveling to the tourists destinations in Nakhornsri
Thammarat made the Thai tourists decide to visit the place whereby its foreign tourists
claimed that they wanted to participate with the local activities.

Fourth, it was revealed that the major tourists attractions on the Andaman sea
were Pakmeng Beach, Jaomai Beach National Park, museums of sea animals-
Ratchamongkon Beach, Chang Lang Beach, Yao Beach, Yong Ling Beach, on Trang
seacoast (Ma Island, Chuak — Waen Island, Ngai Island, Muk Island, Morakot Island,
Kradan lIsland, Libong Island, Rok Island), Sukorn island, Jaomai - Jaokun Cave, Tan
Yong Po Cape and Sai Kao Beach, Tarutao National Park, Adng-Rawee Archipelago,
tourist places in The National Park of Petra Archipelago include Lidi Lek Island and
Bolon Island.

The potential of tourist places to be developed for future tourist attractions of the
Andaman seacoast are Sai Cape and Takiang Island in Trang; Bolon Archipelago, Hin
Pan Yod Castle, and Lidi Archipelago in Satun.

As for the Songkla Lake, the current tourist attractions are Talay Noi and Saen
Suk Lampam Beach in Phattalung; and Koh Yor in Songkla.

The potential for sustainable tourist attractions in the future on the seacoast and
islands around Songkla Lake include Phattalung Botanical Park, Jong Tanon Cape or

Talay Luang Reservation in Phattalung, the reservation (Khukud) in Sating Pra, Songkla.



The main tourist attractions on the marine area of the Thai Gulf were Samila
Beach in Songkla, the National Park of Khanom Beach in the Southern Archipelago,
Khanom Gulf, Nai Plau Beach, Na Dan Beach, Nai Pret Beach, Thong Yee Gulf, Kao
Plaidum, Hin ngam Beach, Khor Kao Beach (Piti Beach) in the northern part of
Nakhornsri Thammarat.

Whereas the potential of tourist places to be developed for future sustainable

tourist attractions on the seacoast of the Thai Gulf are Talumpuk Cape in Pak Panang,
Nakhornsri Thammarat and Saikew Beach in Songkla.
At local level, the community can implement their own tourism strategies such as
improving the status of available tourist attractions to be unique, creating tourism teams
and network on the seacoast and islands with other tourist attractions in other areas,
creating tourism network with the three marine areas, creating tourism network with
educational institutions, encouraging local people to be involved in tourism management
and developing public relations media and services.

In terms of development policy, there must be strategies which are supported by
both government and private sectors. The policy must include organizing more effective
and sustainable types of activities at tourist spots such as improving the standard of
advertisement, providing useful public utility system which is suitable for local people
and the tourist places, providing tourism training for the community, having practical
standard that is appropriate for each tourist destination (i.e. the number of tourists
allowed to the area and / or the number of activities organized), improving the status of
public tourist destinations particularly national parks and reservations, as well as
developing appropriate services and expecting more participation in tourist activities by

local people.

Keyword: Sustainable Tourism Tourism Behavior Tourism Potential
Tourism Trend Andaman Sea Songkhla Lake

The Gulf of Thailand
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