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ABSTRACT

Project Code : ABTC /SSPNT / 00009
Project Title : Educational Tourism Management of Suchart Subsin
Puppet Master in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
Researchers : Thongsrikate N., Buddharat C., Tongkhundum T.
E-mail Address : naiyana2005@ yahoo.com, tortiew123@yahoo.com,
vigotpn@hotmail.com

Project Duration : 1 January 2551- December 2551

The research work for this model project has integrated qualitative and
participatory action research. The process is as follows. First, the researchers and
students from Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University built relationship with the
members of Suchart Subsin Puppet Museum and made a commitment to do the
research together. Next, we used focus group discussions to talk about the ideas,
practices, and problems. Moreover, we held a community involvement meeting with
direct participants including: students, researchers, and the members of Suchart Subsin
Puppet Museum; indirect participants included: academics, hotel personnel, tour
operators, and local artists. At the meeting we discussed and analyzed specific
situations and problems. By sharing our experiences together we used the combined
knowledge to solve particular problems. This is the biggest success of the project. The
result of the research can be summarized in the following three topics.

1. The uniqueness of the puppet performance is a traditional style using five musical
instruments called “khrueang haa”. The five instruments are “mong”, “ching”, “tub”,
“klong tug”, and “pi”. The puppets are very delicate. The museum uses live
performances, guided tours, and demonstrations to pass on information from one
generation to another.

2. The process of creating an educational tour began with the members of Suchart

Subsin Puppet Museum, the researchers, and the students studying the cultural context



of the puppet museum. Then the knowledge found was used to design a
guidebook. The students and the members of the family led the tours together, and we
evaluated the tour operation. This led to an exchange between the tour guides and the
tourists(both Thailand and international).

3. The methods of museum management that create a love and pride for this Thai
traditional art include: a friendly welcome by the family members, explanations of the art
form, a performance of the puppet show, and a demonstration of making a puppet. This
is a sustainable process and is in line with the puppet master’s intention — “to preserve

the culture is to preserve the country”.

Keywords : Educational Tourism, Shadow Puppet Management, Suchart Subsin

Puppet Master, Uniqueness of Shadow Puppet Performance



