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ABSTRACT 
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Project Title: Study on Sustainability of Homestay in the Lower Northeastern Part of 
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 The research has 4 main objectives: 1) to determine indicators for homestay 

sustainability, 2) to study the satisfaction and needs of homestay-experienced tourists, 3) to 

construct a model of sustainable homestay in the lower northeastern part of Thailand  and  

4) to study cooperative strategies in developing tourism linkages among neighboring 

countries. The investigated area covers six adjacent provinces, i.e., Ubonratchathani, 

Sisaket, Surin, Buriram, Nakhon Ratchasima and Chaiyaphum.  Fieldwork data were 

collected by structured interview in 9 homestay samples of 27 homestay population. The 5 

focus groups of 95 subjects, consisting of 74 tourists, 5 tour leaders and 16 homestay 

hosts, are also investigated in the field. The research findings are as follows: the sustainable 

homestay requires 10 characteristics with 52 indicators, the overall satisfaction of tourists is 

at moderate level. All groups agree to put on their most satisfaction on the hospitality of the 

hosts. There are 5 components to satisfy tourist’s needs and that of a model of sustainable 

homestay which consists of 7 characteristics. The nature and culture travel route starting 

from Laos through the lower northeastern part of Thailand and ending up in Cambodia is 

feasible to be cooperatively developed. In addition, the establishment of standard 

homestays with a great variety of local resources along the travel route will attract both 

domestic and international tourists. Suggestions are given here for further research in 



 �

marketing and public relations to pursue sustainability of homestay in Thailand, and the 

indicators for Home stay Standard Thailand are strongly recommended to be revised due to 

lack of some practices of sustainable tourism. 
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