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This research project has three main objectives. Firstly, it aims to survey and classify the 

existing tour packages in Northern Thailand. Secondly, it aims to study behavior and preferences 

of Thai tourists visiting Northern Thailand. Lastly, the study aims to prepare the new tour packages, 

with one, two, and three days duration respectively for both free independent travelers (FIT) and 

group tourists.  This study is an exploratory research based on data obtained through the 

questionnaire from two sample groups. The first sample group was travel agencies in Northern 

Thailand selected to provide information on existing tour packages and new tour packages.  

The second group was Thai tourists visiting Northern Thailand by collecting data on their behavior 

and preferences. The research’s findings indicated that the existing tour packages mainly 

provided tourist destinations in the Upper North sub-region. Despite repackaging, the tour 

packages were still concentrated in the same sub-region. In addition, the study has found that 

there were some major differences on the behavior and preferences between free independent 

travelers and group tourists. The free independent travelers placed greater emphasis on the 

beauty of tourist destinations while the group tourists gave a priority on the safety of their travels. 

Thai tourists generally preferred the beauty of tourist destinations in Northern Thailand. However, 

the deterioration and disorder of physical landscape of tourist sites were occasionally found in the 

journey. 
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