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ABSTRACT
Project Code : TRI/UTLGM-52003
Project Title : Promoting Vernacular Identity of Tungfabod Cattle Market Chiang

Mai for Community Tourism
Investigators : Oranratmanee R., Ounchanum P.
Chiangmai University
E-mail Address : rawiwan@mail.arc.cmu.ac.th, earthy_017@hotmail.com

Project Duration : 1 August 2009 — 31 July 2010

Cattle market is a community market found in rural areas of Thailand, being a
central, large and significant place for exchanging cattle, goods and services in the
socio-economic system of agricultural society. Despite so cattle markets in Thailand
have struggled to survive through time and change; as is evident a number of cattle
markets continue closing down; less could remain its vernacular identity.

This research studies the spatio-social relationship of Tungfabod cattle market in
Sunpatong Chiang Mai. The objectives are to explore the physical and social
characteristics that create the vernacular identity and sustain the market through time
and change; and to apply the vernacular identity to environmental design concepts to
conserve and promote identity for community tourism. Two conceptual frameworks are
used: the combined concept of environmental design and vernacular identity helps
identify the vernacular identity of the market; and the combined framework of
environmental design, community tourism and conservation helps find development
guidelines for the market. The methods are qualitative survey, observation and in-depth
interviews with users including the owner, merchants and customers about the physical,
economic, social and cultural characteristics that construct the identity of the place.

The findings reveal that physical, economic, social and cultural characteristics of
the markets are significant factors that create vernacular identity of the place. Spatial
identity includes largely central place and prime location; the existence of spontaneous

transitional spaces that are user-responsive; the diversity of goods and stalls; and the



spatial organization responding to rural way of life. Social identity includes the history of
the market; transmission of seller custom from previous generation to the next; long
period of sales; shared space for locals and non-locals; warm, close and relative-like
social relationship of rural community; spatial marks according to groups, genders and
ages; and social place for festivals and customs. The identity as identified herein makes
the market a significant and multi-function node of both rural and urban economy,
allowing rural people to spend time to strengthen community spirit as well as sharing
recreational place for tourists to experience the charms of community tourism and the
livelihood of local way of life.

The synthesis of vernacular identity leads to guidelines for conserving identity of
the cattle market which can strengthen the sustainability of the market. These include re-
arranging community center for multipurpose uses; promoting vernacular architecture
and environment; adding transitional spaces for recreation; conserving and managing
diversity of goods and stalls; enclosing spaces spontaneously for warm, friendly and
close interpersonal relations; using natural materials and vernacular construction
methods responsive to natural context; and promoting and cultivating pride of tales and
history of community market for long term conservation.

Finally this research contributes both knowledge about vernacular identity of
cattle market and practical guidelines and policies for conserving and promoting
vernacular market applicable for other community markets seeking ways to remain their

identity through time and change.

Keywords : vernacular identity, cattle market, Tungfabod market, community tourism
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PROMOTING VERNACULAR IDENTITY OF TUNGFABOD CATTLE MARKET

CHIANG MAI

Pandin Ounchanum and Eawiwan Oranratmanes

Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai Universizy

Abstract
Thiz paper explores Tungfabod cattle market Chiang Mai to fnd the vemacular idesntity and apply it to guidelines for
conzerving and promoting the market for community tourizm. Integrated concepts basad on gualitative stody are used
including verpacular identity, ewvironmental design and comamunity fourizm. According fo the finding:, phyzical identity
includes a central place and prime location; fransitional spaces that are flexibls and vzer-rasponsive; diversity of zales; and
zpatial organization of mural way of lifz. Social idantity includes hizstory of the market; tranzmizsion of market custom through
genarations; long period of sales; shared space for locals and now-locals; warm social relationzhip; spatial marks: by groups of
wsers; and existence of social space. The identity makes the market a significant multi-functional nede for rural and wrban
econoy, allowing mral people fo exchangs their products and spend time together as wall as providing fovrists an exparizoce
of rural markets. The synthesiz leads to conservation guidelines including: arranging mniti-functicnal community cemter;
promoting vermacular environment; adding transitional spaces for recreation; managing diverzity; enclosing spaces for warm
atmosphers; and cultivating pride of the history. This rezearch coatributzz both lmowledze and practical guidelinss for

conserving and promoting vernacular markets to remain their identity through time and change.

Sustaining vernacular environment which construet the ideatity of a place and brings about
cultural crisis  of the homogeneity of global

The sustainability of vernacular environment has long environment (Olver F, 1997).

been addressad  especially about the impact of

influencing factors on the idemtity of vernacular Roles of cattle market in agricultural society

environment worldwide. Through global stream of

changes vernacular environment has changed and some In agricultural society cattle are dominant domestic

have even disappeared. The disappearance of apimals for warous purposes including as labor

vernacular idenfity affects the social and cultural values transportation and consumption. To exchange resources
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many commmnities worldwide have a  specific
marketplace for animal sales including ‘a  ecattle

market’.

In Thailand a cattle market is usually established in
flocded-plain rice production area. The mudiment of
cattle markets in Thailand has started by farmers
bartering cattle and domestic products from home
(Chusith C, 1993). As a concept of marketplace
developed, cattle markets were established especially in
central locations of rice farming communities and
thereby became a rural meeting place. For long a cattle
market played a direct role of a free-trading place
between farmers and local producers in a fhir manner
without a muddle man. As a catfle market 15 usvally
appointed on weekends to allow buyers and sellers to
work during weekdays, it is perceived as a kind of
weekend market. Though major goods in cattle market
are cows and buffaloes, various consumer products are
associated in the market because cattle markets can
attract a oumber of sellers and buyers. A number of
visitors a day, both buyers and sellers, ars more than
1,000 persons during -9 opening hours. Due to
extensive spatial requirement of amimal sales a cattle
market is usually large, being an important node for
farmers, merchants and local villagers. A cattle market
therefore performs function beyond cattle sales but to
all kinds of sales from factories, wvillages and
heuseholds as well as associated activities, making it a
central place for weskend meeting and a rural shopping

center.
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Cattle market is significant for both roral and wrban
regions of Thailand. In mural arsas Thai farmers have
raised cattle to supplement their income; cattle markets
allow them a fair trading place. Meanwhile local meat
producers rely to some extent on cattle market as a
source of meat supplies for urban consumption Cattle
markets therefore have a role in supplementing income
for mural farmers who nesed year-rovnd income dus to
unstable agricultural seasons as well as a fzeder of rural

products to urban households (Krabuansr K, 1988).

Situation of cattle market in Thailand

Social changes have brought about the dacline of cattle
use in agricultural works due to varions reasons
including the replacement of agricultural machinery,
the use of medern transport and the change of meat
supply system. These factors affect directly the demand
for cattle thus worsen the situation of cattle markets.
During the past decades the mumber catile markets has
continued closing down; the existing ones have
difficulties to sustain their businesses. Nearly 75% of
cattle markets have vanished in all regions of Thailand;
some tumed from catile markets to common flea

markets and daily markets.

The loss of identity

The decline of cattle marketz im its owmber and

identical characteristics raises  the issue  about

conservation of vernacular identity of cattle market in

the changing context. In many cases vernacular
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environment has already vanished and conservation was

about reinventing new environment from past
memories; this cannot recall the spirit and history of the
place. The conservation of cattle market is therefore
urgent as the rate of change and closing down continnes
to increase. In this regard, there are predominant
questions to ask — what is vernacular identity of cattle

market and how to preserve it while the markets still

exist?

Objectives and methods

This paper aims at finding wvemacular identity of

existing  cattle markets through the detailed
iovestigation of a case of Tungfabod cattle market
Chiang Mai (Ouochanum F, 2009). The identity from
the research is then applied to environmental design
guidelines for conserving the cattle market for both
socio-economic use and community tounsm. The
research is based on a qualitative method of participant
observation including: 1) a physical survey of the
market of spaito-social use; 2) a temporal survey of
market hours and; and 3) interviews with the owner,
sellers and customers. The coding analysis of fisldwork
data draws the identity of the market and the applied
design  theories environmental

generate design

guidelines of the market.

Conceptual theories

Predominantly the research (Ounchanum P, 2009) is

based on the idea of vemacular identity (Oliver P,

2002). Tlus concept looks at vernacular environment as

an environment that is made by and for ordinary people
who use the environment in daily lives in their
distinguished ways. This concept provides the way to
look at & cattle market from vernacular point of views
so as to identify how the users create their space to fit
needs in their own ideatical ways. Complementing to
the theory of vernacular concept is the applied design
concept (Rapoport A, 2006). This concept guides the
way to transform abstract ideas which, in this research
i3 the identity of cattle markets, to tangible design
guidelines for sustaining cattle markets for community

tourism.

Tungfabod cattle market Chiang Mai

Tungfabod cattle market is selected as a case study
because it is one of the existing cattle markets that still
mns well and can conserve its traditional characteristics
of rural markets. The market is 30 vear-old, and family-
owned and operated. It is the largest cattle market in
Chiang Mai and the north. Situated on the Chiang Mai-
Hod Street not far from downtown Sanpatong the
market 15 a large 150-ra1 node of weekend markst for
Zouth and East districts and provinces of Cluang Mai.

From an overview Tungfabod can sustain its business
dus to a central location which is the one of the
common facters of successfil marketplace. Tts location
can attract local farmers from Chiang Mai, Lampoon,
Lampang, Phras, Wan and Tak The history of the
market shows that the market was established by local
people who had a strong will to build-up a fair oral
trading place. Through generations the market was run
by the same family who transmit the same family value
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in their market cperation and improvement. Likewise,
the sellers and buyers are those who have been loval to
the market through generations.

Physical survey

The physical survey forms one of the major parts of
data collection. It invelves the process of producing a
baseline map from an  aerial photograph and
complementing by a detailed ground survey to derive
an accurate map for recording field data. This map is
then wsed for surveying the spatial orgamzation of the
market and recording the temporal changes during the
market hours.

A physieal survey reveals that the market is organized

informally inte several =zones. These zonss are

particularly identified by physical determinants and

social determinants. In terms of physical, it is arranged

by types of goods, building structures, building
matenals, ages of development and some other minor

factors. The spatial amangement 15 not fixed o

boundary; rather it flows spontanecusly along the site

which makes the vernacular atmosphers. The most

crowded zone is in the consumer product and fresh food

because most shoppers are women gathering for

chatting and shopping and the rows are relatively

narrower than other zones.
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The spatial amrangement of the market responds strictly
to several factors and the most obvious one is
orientation. These imclude  laying out  buildings
according to the direction to the sun, trees, shades,
light, ventilation, smell and dirt. As is evident the
animal zone is by the back which is located vnder the
wind and thus can use the back-sided access. Most
stalls respond to tree shades thus having two lavers of
roof: one is a roof structure or umbrella and the other is
tree shading.  Similarly, natural setting of the stalls and
trees highlight a natwral atmosphere of rural market
place. This point is similar to the aesthetics of
vernacular as highlight 15 literature that wvernacular

grows according to natural contexts (Oliver P, 1997).

The other determiner of spatial arrangement is the
gensral mles of marketing competition including
access, comnectivity, location and zomes. Mostly the
stalls locate towards the front access, near major rows,
connect to activity arsas and group together according
to similar product types. This arrangement is informally
identified by the sellers from the first time they came.
This informal arrangement creates various groups of
sales by the sellers and later perceived by the buyvers.

In terms of social factors it is observable that the market
is explicitly divided by gender. Mostly men occupy
space at the back which is for an animal sale and a
hobby zone while women occupy consumer products
and food services. Both genders share space in the
transition which is the food service zone. This zone is
apparently a space for all especially during lunch times.
During different time of observation there are social

activities taking place in different locations inside the
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market. It appears that the market place does not
perform a single function, rather a space that changes
according to wsers’ spatial, social and economic needs,
similar to the idea of vernacular environment found in

the literature (Oranratmanee B, 2009).

Temporal survey of the market reveals that the market
hours are relatively long, compared to most weekend
markets. The market starts as early as 2 o’clock in the
morning and contimees to 2 o'clock in the afternoon. As
an open market, the market mns in relation to
comfortable time zone of the dav to aveid heat from
sunlight. The most crowded time is during 7-10 when
the sun is not strong; by noon mest stalls start to close

and by 2pm the market turns to an empty ground.

Interviews

The other major data collection 15 from interview with
owner, sellers and customers. The data from this part
reveals the history, ides, and identity of the market
from the view of users. The history shows how the
market was establizshed by a family who would like to
create o conumunity market for both soclo-economic
reasons. Since the start the market had closed down
once, similar to other closed-down cattle markets vet it
re-opened again by the son of the same owner. With the
strong will and community spirit, the market turned
itself back to business and expandad its area for nearly
L0 times.

The interviews with sellers showed that the market is
operated in a form of a famuly business. The fees are

fair and the rules are not strict. The owner lets the
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sellers determine their space use and most sellers have
been with the markst for generations. In the market
there are the network of frends, lan and relatives
getting together for economic activities as well as social

ralations.

Interviews with customers reveal their profiles that the
customers in cattle market are both locals and tourists.
Many tourists have heard of the cattle market and
would like to see the mural way of life. Most customers
are local people coming weekly to monthly. Their
imterests are varied and their walking routes expand

over the market arsa.

Triangulation

The survey and interviews have identified several
identical characteristics that make Tungfabod market a
sustainable cafile market In terms of physical, the
space use and arrangement produces a warmed and
relaxed atmosphere whilz the contextual arrangement is
respect to environment, needs and uses. The existence
of trees and the use of vernacular construction materials
highlight rural atmospheres found commonly in miral
villages, which is fond by locals and tourists. Spatial
marks, divisions of zones, layers of activities and
transitional areas play roles in diversifying uses and

providing linkages for different uses and users.

Similarly social characteristics of the market play part
in creating the social identity of rural market The
owner's conumunity spirits and strong will; the kinship

atmospheres; the generosity of people; the existence of

roral activities and life ways and the spatio-social
arrangement by gender, age and interasts highlizht the
identity of the market, being cne of the reasons why
Tungfabod has been a regular marketplace for most

customers.

Economic aspects of cattle sales along with diversity of
goods and services create economde identity of
Tungfabod market Location and aceess of the market
may be the prime success factors but the cattle sales are
still the “brand name’ of the market. During weskend
maost conumunities have weskend markets but the only
cattle markets in the South-East of Chiang Mai is still
the identity of Tungfabod. This brand name attracts
sellers of various types of products, buyers and toursts.
The findings about the identity of Tungfabod confirm
that multi-dimensional characteristics of the market
create identity to vernacular environment of Tungfabod
cattle market. The identity perceived as the quality and
the brand of this market helps sustain the market
through time and change. The synthesis of the case of
Tungfabod market can  provide  lessons  and
envirommental design guidelines for other vemacular

markets.

Synthesizing vernacular identity to design

guidelines of Tungfabod market

For environmental planning, the concepts and ideas
about the place is one of the valuable inputs for design.
Rapoport (2006) states that most designs that are based
on  vernacular  concepts  usually  mpose  key

characteristics to new design; merely he considers it a



138

Fapdin Cunckamum aed Rawiwan Omoammases, CONSERVING VERNACULAR IDENTITY OF TUNGFABOD CATILE MARKET 7

CHIANG MAI

copving process (Figure 2, Top). He suggests that
vernacular design should come from an analyvtical
process of vernacular characteristics and generalize the

ideas from the process to principles and mechanisms.

amacular
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Figura 2 Applied dasizn concept (Rapoport A, 2006)

Using a design theory as a tool to interpret concepts, the
puidelines for promoting vernacular identity of
Tungfabod cattle market for community tousism wers
established. These guidelines include the maintenance
of vernacular atmospherss both physically, socially and
economically. Physically rural markets should be close
to grouvnd and natural atmospheres and respond directly
to nature, oremtafion and natural ventilation Spatial
amrangement should be made so as to remain a relaxed
atmosphere by having sellers and buyers determine the
use of space rather than fully assigning zones for them.
The diversity of space use should take into account of
diversity of stalls, goods, sellers and buyers; the
specific needs should be maintained to provide space
for diversified uses and wsers. Community area should
be added to make the market responding more to social
and cultural activities while being an economic node for
mral farmers and wvillagers. Economically the cattle
sales should still be a highlight and the main activity

while other comsumer products arz supplementary. In

this case there should be a control over the proportion
of product types.

The above guidelines pinpoint the major characteristics
for comservation which can be used for both cattle
markets and other types of vemacular markets. In
conserving the vemnacular atmosphere the development
should be gradual so as to allow the market to grow
naturally and spontanscusly to fit in with the ongeing

neads.

The future of cattle market in Chiang Mai

and Thailand

The decline of cattle markets in Thailand addresses
several issues. It points out that the cattle markets are
losing of sense of place as well as identity. To identify
their identity makes explicit the major characteristics
that should be conserved, and to apply the findings of
identity to design guidelines suggests the practical ways
of improvement. This paper briefly summarizes the

above process.

In many ways cattle markets have performed socio-
economic functions for agricultural communities. Like
agricultural  conununities  worldwide,  however,
adaptation to modermization has brought in changes to
vernacular environment. The means by which cattle
markets could maintain their positions in present day
context is to conserve its vernacular environment for
and

both tourism and comommity (Sarobol S

Songpormwanich 5, 2003).
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Tungfabod cattle markst may be the identical case that
survives due to its own characteristics including
location, size, age, atmosphere and roles of owners,
szllers and buyers but the findings about the case study
is worthwhile for other traditicnal markets who wish to
follow the method of identifving identity and apply it to
guideline for conservation and improvement. The
method can be used not only by cattle market study but
for other fypes of markets and eovironments. Its
application exemplifies tangible results of finding
abstract 1deas about identity and thersby applying to
practical recomumendation thas providing
methodelogical approach for environmental study.

The study of spatio-social-economic relationship i the
context of cattle market opens door to the study of
multi-dimensicnal relationship mn the built epvironment.
It relates to architecture, environmental behavior,
planning and management, social, anthropological and

economic studies.
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