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Abstract

Project Code : RDG4800038
Project Title : Eco-Tourism Management Organized by Chiangrai Province Communities
A Comparative Study of Chiangrai Province (Thailand) and Khun Ming
(China)
Authors : Poramin Aridech, Ratchaphum Saechai,
Kittisak Newrat, and Boonchai Sankwan

E-mail Address: pt_aridech@yahoo.com
Duration of the Project : 1 July 2005 — 30 June 2006

The purposes of this study entitled “Eco-Tourism Management Organized by
Chiangrai Province Communities : A Comparative Study of Chiangrai Province
(Thailand) and Khun Ming (China)”, were to investigate and to compare the styles of the
community-based eco-tourism management in collaboration between Chiangrai
Province (Thailand) and Khun Ming (China). As conducted with the observations,
interviews and questionnaires regarding the community-based eco-tourism
management, community leaders, members of the local tourist attractions and local
administration organizations were randomly sampled. The findings of the study were as
follows:

1. The communities’ participation in managing eco-tourism in Chiangrai
Province (Thailand), in general, was at a moderate level as compared to each aspect, it
was respectively stated that not only the information services of the communities’ tourist
attractions, but also the preservation of the communities’ tourist attractions were at a

higher to the highest level.



2. As for the participatory methods of the community — based eco-tourism
management in Chiangrai Province(Thailand), it was stated that in order to effectively
develop the communities’ tourism management, researches on tourism management
were granted by the governmental organizations in collaboration with other non-
governmental organizations, as well as local administration organizations. In addition,
the provision for the enhancement of the communities’ elections for tourism committee
boards was required.

3. The styles of the community-based eco-tourism management in Chiangrai
Province (Thailand) were divided into 2 sectors: the former one, which was external
organizations, included governmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations, and the latter one, which was local organizations, included tourism
committees, a secretary of the tourism commission boards, cultural leaders dealing with
the community’s tourism counseling, as well as each division of the tourism committees.

4. The styles of the community — based eco-tourism management in Khun
Ming (Cnina) were divided into 3 levels:

4.1. In terms of the governmental level, the provision for the
enhancement
of the state’s staff recruitment for primary counseling and such area-based development
was required.

4.2. In terms of the local administration organization level, the
provision for the enhancement of the state’s inter-organizational collaborations on
tourism management and promotion, cultural, ethnical, and agricultural aspects, as well
as women groups with local administration organizations was required.

4.3. In terms of the community level, in order to effectively develop
sustainable tourism management organized by their communities, the provisions for the
enhancement of the communities’ understandings, panel discussions, and procedures

of tourism management were all required.



5. The comparisons on the styles of the community-based eco-tourism
management between Chiangrai Province (Thailand) and Khun Ming (China), it was
stated that Chiangrai Province (Thailand) was granted by not only government sectors,
but also non-government sectors whereas Khun Ming (China) was then supported by
non-government sectors in collaboration with government sectors. In fact, the
communities’ participation in managing eco-tourism in both Chiangrai Province
(Thailand) and Khun Ming (China) was administered by the members of tourism

management commission boards.

Key Words : Styles of Tourism Management, and Community-Based Eco-tourism
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