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Abstract

Project Cod : RDG5350051

Project Title : The Model and Learning Network of Buddhist Temples Tourism
in Thailand

Investigators : Aphakaro (Oboun) Phramaha Suthit, Dammawaro Phramaha Saneh
Asst.Prof. Wongthip Preecha, Inthapanyo Phramaha Kriengsak
Faculty of Buddhism Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

E-mail Address : suthito@yahoo.com

Time : 1 September 2010 - 30 September 2011

The research is the model and learning network of Buddhist temples tourism
in Thailand, which is to study the model of learning process of network of Buddhist
temples tourism in Thailand, to study the process of value media and development of
mind to tourists of Buddhist temples tourism, and to study the reinforcement process of
learning network of Buddhist temples tourism in Thailand. This research has studied in
area of four temples which are the learning source and study place in Thai society. It is
studied by 1) documentary study, 2) field study from the meeting small group with the
temples, Sangha Community, Tourists, businessperson, and representative of
organization or institute which is related to tourism, 3) the meeting in academic seminar
to exchange learning about the supporting the tourist activity and reinforcement the
learning network of Buddhist temples tourism, 4) the study of opinion from tourist who
are related by using questionnaire is tool for study.

The result of study is found that the four temples and Dhamma retreats has
emphasized promoting the learning and meditation practice to understand the life. The
teaching has show the happiness coming from inside that relate with mental feeling
according to principle of Buddhism. It is different from activity of cultural tourism, and

others place that emphasized the rejoiced happiness; form, sound, smell, taste which is



easy to change or request for luck. So there are many groups of tourist people
especially the older people, workers and young generations who are interested in
meditation practice come to study and visit in the number properly. By each temple has
set the activity which concern with the learning process and practice for development of
mind and wisdom.

The result of study of basic documents and opinion of tourist sample group
about the tourism management of temples and learning result of development of mind
and wisdom are found that Thai and foreign tourist are interested in the learning and the
following the principle of Buddhism, especially development of mind and wisdom. Most
sample group identified that temple had provided the information, place, and
introduction Buddhism properly. There is the model of mind training well. Tourist people
getting from practice is seeing the values of the birth of human, the values development
of mind and wisdom, the values of Triple Gems, the values of preserving of the
precepts, the values of Buddhist tradition and festival. It can be applied the Dhamma
into daily life.

The result of the model and learning network of Buddhist temples tourism is
found that there are 3 models namely, 1) Learning by Seeing, it is aim for tourist get
knowledge and understanding about the principles of Buddhism correctly by study from
the environment which is correspondence with natural way and Buddhist tradition way,
2) Learning by Doing, the aim is to tourist can practice following the principles of
Buddhism such as meditation and the Four Mindfulness which has to practice to get
calm in mind and wisdom, 3) Leaning by Networking, it is to create the benefit to
community and society. The result of procedure of each temple is found that there are
more many 10,000 peoples and more than 75 countries interested coming to practice
meditation in the 5-6 years ago.

The result of process of value media and mental development to tourist is
found that Buddhist temples tourism has process of value media and mental
development to tourist according to principles of Buddhism by communication and

mental development with Buddhist principles such as salutation and chanting prayer,



development of wisdom, and traditional activity management etc. which using the four
important kinds of media, namely, 1) person, 2) nature, 3) tradition and activity and 4)
mass media.

The result of study of the process the learning network is found that learning
network happening from the four temples is the procedure of activity and the addition of
social network coming from internal learning to try development the tourist activity, the
traditional conservation, education, social development, and the more important is
Dhamma retreat and propagation Buddhism for happening the cooperation together.
There is development of network in various levels such as 1) there has development of
network of working under oneself opinion or ideology clearly, it is benefit to learn for
many groups, 2) there has system development of information affecting together, 3)
there has activity development together such as practice meditation together, 4) there
has affection to other network such the network of tourism and education, 5) there has
coordination the tourist activity with famous temple tourism such Wat Phra Keow, Wat
Pho, Wat Arun in Bangkok.

Then the result of study about the problem of learning activity promotion and
the way of tourist management is found that temples tourism have many problems in
administration, losing the person for information or the monks who can explain the
Dhamma and practice the Buddhist principles etc.

Suggestion : the related institute such The Tourism Authority of Thailand, The
National Buddhism Office, Fine Arts Department should participate in development the
learning activity to develop of mind and wisdom. There should have promotion more the
value activity of cultural tourism, to promote to have the quality tourism which is study of

others groups actually.
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