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The aims of this research are to study the development of the cultural tourism,
the cultural tourist attractions as well as their potential in Southern Isan, and to explore
the strategies to enhance the strength and the sustainability of the area’s tourism
management based on the collaboration with the neighboring countries. The methods
are document analysis, surveys, and a questionnaire study of a representative sample of
600 tourists and local people in 5 cultural tourist attractions in each of the following
provinces: Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin, Srisaket, Ubonratchathani, and
Chaiyaphum. The research reveals the three aspects of the potential of the tourist
attractions: value, tourism demand, and preparedness. Suggestions for making
improvements in the tourist attractions are also provided.

The research discovers that the tourism in Southern Isan has been increasingly
focusing upon cultural aspects as well as the sustainability of the tourism. In addition,
the potential of the cultural tourism in the area is found out to be at a high level.
Nakhonratchasima and Ubonratchathani are identified as those with highest potential,
Bureeram and Srisaket the second, and Surin and Chaiyaphum the third. The main
emphasis of the enhancement of the potential of the cultural tourism is on the
sustainability, contributing to the social, economic, environmental, and cultural benefits.
The necessity levels of the tourist attractions’ improvements are arranged from the

highest to the lowest as follows: publicity, the cleanliness of the tourist attractions, the



beauty of landscape and atmosphere, the clarity of directional signs, and the
instructional activities. There are 4 strategies to enhance the strength and the
sustainability of the area’s tourism management based on the collaboration with the
neighboring countries. First, building knowledge of the spatial database containing
historical, cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic data. Second, constructing connecting
paths between areas to promote the cultural tourism with mutually shared historical,
cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic aspects. Third, establishing the collaboration among
neighboring countries, between state and private business sectors, and promoting the
regional-level mutual roles. Fourth, developing cultural information networks with
neighboring countries.

The cultural tourism in Southern Isan in Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin,
Srisaket, Ubonratchathani, and Chaiyaphum is ready for the promotion to be a
sustainable tourism and to be regionally connected and collaborated based on mutually
shared historical, cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic aspects among neighboring
countries, particularly Lao People's Democratic Republic, Kingdom of Cambodia, and

Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Keywords: potential, tourism, culture, Southern Isan



