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Abstract

The research on the carrying capacity of the community-based tourism in the Ban Thampla
community of Chiangrai Province has the purposes to study the impacts of tourisms on the Ban
Thampla community and the carrying capacity of tourist places in the Ban Thampla community, and
propose approaches for tourism management by the Ban Thampla community to fit the carrying
capacity of the tourist places in the community. The study site is the Thampla Temple, Tambon
Pong-ngarm, Maesai District of Chiangrai Province. The research methods include field surveys,
use of questionnaires with local villagers and tourists, organization of training to enhance
knowledge and skill on water quality testing, and arrangement of platform for stakeholders to share
and learn.

The study on the impacts of tourism on the Ban Thampla community reveals that negative
impacts include increased water pollution and turbidity, death of fish in the stream, damage of the
cave, and ransacking of waste bins and attacking of tourists by monkeys. The positive impacts are
increased income from tourism for local villagers and the temple, better waste management, and
better preparation to alert tourists of danger.

The study on the carrying capacity of tourist places in the Ban Thampla points that in
relation to physical infrastructure including waste containers, toilets and parking space, their uses
are still at and approaching the capacity level. In the ecological aspect, the use of water and cave is
still at their capacity level but the local fish breeds are exceeding the capacity level. In the social
aspect, congestion in tourist places is still manageable while problems relating to monkeys are
exceeding the local management capacity level. In the economic aspect, the labour requirement was
below the capacity level. Income for the temple and community shops is approaching the capacity
level. The pedal boat operating group exceeding the capacity level.

In terms of the approaches to the community-based tourism management in the Ban
Thampla community, community researchers agreed on the four aspects of the carrying capacity of
the tourist places and have created a set of 24 indicators of the carrying capacity. They have also
created a community watch systems on four sensitive aspects relating to water, waste, cave and

monkeys.
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