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ABSTRACT

Nan is a province in northern Thailand and a famous destination for tourists who love nature
and culture. The rich culture of Nan city and abundant nature of Nan province have attracted many
tourists to make a visit. The numbers of them have increased every year; however most of them
concentrate their visit to only some famous places. This situation leads to the problem of over carrying
capacity, fast deterioration and inequitable distribution of benefit from tourism.

The slogan of Nan city of “Nan Living Old Town” signifies the abundant old architectural and
cultural resources of the city. The distribution of these resources should attract tourists to visit many
parts of the city where these resources are located but in reality tourists always concentrate on a small
group of well-know places, especially during the long holiday in winter, high season for Thai tourism.

Due to the above mentioned reason, this research aims to investicate and collect the
architectural and cultural resources in Nan municipality area for establishing GIS database which covers
both tangible and intangible resources. The database will be used for planning of community based
tourism encouragement in order to reduce the problem of concentration of tourism in a small groups of
resources. Simultaneously, the database will be utilized for evaluation of resources’ value and
characteristic, and community potentiality to use these resources for tourism. This can be the proper
mean for utilization of the resources, promotion of continuation of cultural practice and conservation of
heritages.

The study found 378 units of cultural resources composed from 200 units of architectural
resources and 178 units of cultural resources. The potentiality of most communities for managing
community based tourism is in the middle level. Only some communities have high potentially which
most of them are the communities located around the central core of old town area; Phumin-Thali, Ming
Muang and Phraya Phu. Many resources with high cultural and historical value in the community are still
little known among tourists such as local museum, wooden Buddha image, wooden house in the
northern community, while there are many well-know tourist places of small visit by tourists; for example
city walls and moats, and open area along the Nan river. The reasons are a lack of facilities, security and
attractive beauty for tourists. Intangible resources are usually found in local play and practices, and
wisdom in local intellectuals. Most of these resources are still untouched by tourism such as Fon Agan,

Fon Mongchoeng and wooden Buddha image engraving.

Nan city is a long linear city following the west bank of the Nan River. The old city center is
locate in the southern part of the city where tourists always commence their city travel from here before
moving to the other parts of the city, which the most cases are the northern areas of the old town.

Fostering of community based tourism in the northern part of the city, the areas covering most of city



areas, by planning alternative travel loops according to the limit of time and individual interest of the

resources that tourists have, from the southern central core in the old town should be considered.

Moreover, the physical environment around the resources, community and city are also the
attributes that should be took an interested in. Besides visit to each resource, tourists also travel to rest,
eat, shop and see the city around, therefore the beautiful townscape should be develop and improve. At
present, Nan city have many good environmental assets that can be improved for beautiful townscape —
area along the old city walls and moats, area along the bank of the Nan River and area from Pagong Rd.

to the south of Wat Suantarn’s stupa, for example.

One of important factors in managing community based tourism is a mediator whom should
be a representative from the community. The mediator shall coordinate and link between people in the
community and outside agencies which each has each own different target in operation, in order to

maintain equitable benefit for the community by utilization of the resources.
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