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Abstract

Water based communities of inner Bangkok and its surrounding are of national important in
term of history and culture . Even though, the role of waterway as the major mean of transportation
has been lessen, some of the water based communities still retain their original physical features
and traditional ways of life . They are an important cultural heritage that reflect traditional society
and Thai identity . These historic communities are one of cultural resources with development
potential for tourist attraction . At present, tourist activity within water based community has not
flourished and the existing ones are operated without proper management . The population of the
communities rarely benefit from tourist activities . Instead they have to endure negative impacts
generated from tourism such as air and noise pollution and the deterioration of traditional culture .

The aim of the study is to find an appropriate approch to the heritage tourism plan for water
based communities of inner Bangkok and surrounded area . The study starts from the potential
analysis of water based communities as a type of tourist attraction . Later a community is identified
as a pilot study area . Kudee Jeen community in Thonburi District is selected because of its
historical architectural and cultural values . The concept of cultural tourism is identified . |t
includes :

®  the tourism plan must consider the conservation of physical and cultural values of the
area .

® the tourism plan must be based on carrying capacity of the area . It must not create
negative impact on physical fabric and culture of the area .

®  the conservation and development should be sustainable .

®  community participation must be included in the planning process .

®  community should equally received direct benefit of tourism .

The concept is used as the framework for conservation and tourism development in Kudee

Jeen community . The plan are divided into three sections as follows :
® a plan for conservation and development of physical features in the community .
® aplan for cultural tourism development .
®  aplan for community organization .
The concept and the suggested plan for the pilot study area can be applied to other historic

communities in similar context .
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