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Abstract
“Development and Impacts of Tourism on Local Community: A study of
Two Floating Market Communities”

This research studies the impact of tourist activities in the form of floating market on two
local communities near Damnernsaduak Floating Market, Ratchaburi and Talingchan Floating
Market in Bangkok. Through the study of local history and processes of tourism development in
both communities, it was found that Damnernsaduak Floating market had developed from an
existing local market in an agricultural community to a market catering almost exclusively to
foreign tourists over a period of 30 years. As the traditional floating market was in decline due to
improved land transportation, entrepreneurs from outside seized the opportunity to set up tourist
business on private land next to the canal in the market, exploiting the existing market reputation.
They control the market operation changing its landscape and activities to suit mass tourism. The
present market is much different from the old one, being alienated from the local community.

Unlike Damnernsaduak, Talingchan Floating Market is a new market established in 1987
as a center for local agricultural product trading. It is managed by the Talingchan Floating Market
Committee, a committee whose members are elected from local people. The market has
developed into a recreational area where local vendors sell food from small boats moored to a
special float in the canal. There are also booths selling food, clothing, fruits, vegetables and other
agricultural products on land. Cultural activities such as Thai classical music and dance, canal
tours, foot massage and karaoke are organized to entertain the shoppers who are mostly Thai.

There are both negative and positive impacts of tourism on the communities. Tourism
brings water and air pollution as well as an improvement in public utilities, roads and community
landscape. Economically, tourism provides more income and job opportunity. At Talingchan,
income are distributed mostly among the locals who have priority over outsiders in market trading
while at Damnernsaduak a substantial amount of tourist generated income are retained by major
entrepreneurs who are outsiders. Socially, tourism brings both co-operation and conflicts
especially when profits are high as in Damnernsaduak. Overpricing of goods and services is quite
common. Tourism enhances local awareness about their cultural heritage and community pride
through the organizing of cultural activities to attract tourists.

Floating market has high potential as a tourist attraction because of its uniqueness and its
appeal to nature and traditional lifestyles associated with canals and rivers for both Thai and
foreign tourists. Both communities want the market activities to continue and believe that a
sustainable development is only possible through local community participation for the benefit of
the whole community. Local people and tourist operators should provide accurate information to
the tourists about the passing of the traditional floating market and its present roles in Thai
society. Tourist activities in the floating market should not be limited to souvenir trading but should

incorporate new activities that put more emphasis on canal or river lifestyle of Thai people.
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