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Abstract

The Potentialities in an Aspect of Cultural Tourism in Ban Phon, A Phu

Tai Community

The purpose of this research was to examine potentialities in an aspect of cultural tourism
in Ban Phon, a Phu Tai community in Khammuang District, Kalasin Province, where was renowned
in these aspects : customs, culture, and Prac Wa silk manufacturing, to develop the tourism to be
beneficial and fair for community. The data were gathered from related documentary and research
work, field work through participative and non — participative observations, and interviews of Ban
Phon community inhabitants. Besides, the data were collected from other related organizations to
examine their connection to the potentialities in an aspect of cultural tourism in Ban Phon, a Phu Tai
community. The researchers also investigated two supplementary tourist places located in Amphur
Sahassakhan, Kalasin Province. They were the Exploration Hole, Research Centre, and Dinosaur Phu
Komkhaw Museum and Wat Puttanimit Phukhaw. The research data were then analyzed and
submitted through a descriptive analysis method. The findings were as follow :

Phu Tai Ban Phon community remained to have a firm customs, a strong faith in Buddhism,
and a merit of the twelve months customs. Bun Bang Fai was the most important tradition that Ban
Phon villagers still attended to, and they could handle it as big as they could. Usually, Bun Bang Fai

was annually held on May taking about two days.

In an aspect of Prae Wa silk manufacturing culture, Phu Tai girls of 8 years old up were
able to weave Prae Wa silk textiles. Only 90 percent out of all families’ numbers at Ban Phon
remained weaving now. And because of its beauty, tourism was originated in Phu Tai Ban Phon

community.

In an aspect of tourists hospitality, Ban Phon villagers were excellent in tourists hospitality.
The group of housewives was the main part of tourists hospitality who share duties very strongly and
property especially when the tourists came in group. They occasionally prepared the music and

dance performances to the tourists.



In tour forms aspect, there were two forms to be able to manage. The first form was a round
tour (1 day), beginning from Muang District, Kalasin en route no. 227, and getting to supplementary
tourist places in Sahassakhan District and to Ban Phon community in the afternoon to admire Prae
Wa silk weaving tradition. Tourists could buy Prae Wa silk, and get back in the evening. The last

form was a staying overnight tour which now was not an obvious concrete project.

Accommodations aspect, there were 200 out of totally 932 families in Ban Phon which
were ready to be tourists hosts. Besides, there were 50 percent of total family numbers in Ban Phon to
coorperate of tourist hospitality development, and the rests were pleasant and encouraged every ways
to this happening. For other related organizations, they had a coordination with cultural and other
activities to promote tourism in a neutral level. In addition, these organizations should know a real
purpose in a deep level, and know a continuity and endurance of possibility before operating the

promotion in any activities of the villagers.

Facilities aspect in Ban Phon concerning drinking and supplying water, electricity, sanitary,
health center, roads, and security were in a good level and sufficient for about 200 tourists a time.
Only food shops or restaurants were not adequate because the villagers usually cooked themselves.

They could prepared food for tourists, if the tourists foreran their desires.

The potentialities of supplementary tourist places aspect, the first point was the Exploration
Hole, Research Centre, and Dinosaur Phukoomkhaw Museum. It was the biggest place of Dinosaur
exhibition in Thailand. Tourists visited there everyday. The last point was Wat Puttanimit Phukhaw.
It was an important ruin and relics, far from Sahassakhan District bureau approximately 7 kilometres.
Tourists who visited the Dinosaur Phu koomkhaw Museum usually came to Wat Puttanimit Phukhaw.
And there were a few tourists form both supplementary tourist places who went towards to Phu Tai

Ban Phon community because it lacked public relations cohered with the three tourist places.

It was considered that Phu Tai Ban Phon community was strong in these aspects : customs
in a year round, Prae Wa silk manufacturing, tourists hospitality and tour forms that could cohere
with other tourist places, accommodations and facilities, and security. The problems of Ban Phon
villagers to solve and to develop to be a sustainable tourism were understanding of original culture,

Phu Tai being and their roles to behave to tourists.
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